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On Tuesday 25 June members
gathered for the Friends’ 31st
AGM, held in the event space at
The National Archives. Eileen
Wicks, our vice chairman,
organised a splendid buffet for
the occasion. 

The chairman, Dr Tony Wakeford,
outlined some of the Friends’
support for TNA projects during
2018 including First World War Lives
at Sea; the Gascon Rolls; the
research fellowship and future 
plans to incorporate the charity. 
He highlighted his thanks and
appreciation for the considerable
amount of work and effort by his
co l leagues  in  managing and
govern ing the char i ty  on a  
voluntary basis. 

He also thanked TNA for their
support during the year. Caroline
Ottaway-Searle, director of public
services, gave a summary of TNA’s

achievements during the
year and outlined the new
strategy, Archives for
everyone for 2019-1923.

The formal business of
the meeting also included
the appointment of Dr
Christopher Woodward as
treasurer and trustee,
replacing Dave Darby who
retired at this AGM. Eileen
Wicks was also reappointed
for a further three years as
vice chairman. 

The meeting concluded with
Dr Tony Wakeford presenting Dave
Darby with a cricket book in
recognition of his long service to the
Friends, firstly as membership
secretary and then as treasurer. 

After a short break, members
enjoyed an interesting talk by Dr
Alison McHardy entitled ‘The
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The 2019 AGM

“secret” MPs of medieval England’.
The talk was based on research of 
the SC10 record series ‘Special
Collections: Parliamentary Proxies’.

Our guest AGM speaker, Dr Alison McHardy, and chairman, Dr Tony Wakeford.

Tony Wakeford thanks our outgoing treasurer,

Dave Darby, for all his hard work and support 

over the years.

We welcomed our new treasurer and
trustee, Dr Christopher Woodward. 
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Eileen Wicks and Tim Grimes
outline the Peace Conference held
at Lancaster House. 

28 June 2019 was the centenary of the
signing of the Treaty of Versailles and
the Friends were pleased to have
contributed towards the funding of a
two-day conference, ‘Peace Making
After the First World War, 1919-1923’.
Held at TNA, Kew on the first day 
and Lancaster House, London for the
second, it was a well-attended, high
profile event jointly organised with TNA,
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Historians, the University of Strathclyde,
the LSE and the British International
History Group. 

Marking the centenary of the
signature of the Treaty of Versailles,
around 40 eminent lecturers from
Britain and international institutions
explored the peace making process after
WW1, looking at treaties that marked
the formal end to hostilities: Versailles

TNA’s unique collection of certified
copies of all the treaties which were
displayed together for the very first time
in history.

This was a really successful event and
importantly by giving their support, 
the Friends made it possible for some of
the speakers to make their contribution. 

Friends’ trustees, Eileen Wicks (Vice chairman) and Tim Grimes (Governance

trustee), at the Peace Conference, Lancaster House, London.  

Peace Making After the First World War,
1919-1923: Lancaster House Conference

(Germany), Saint-Germain (Austria),
Neuilly (Bulgaria), Trianon (Hungary)
and Sevres (Ottoman Empire).  The
discussions then went on to consider
the treaties from the viewpoints of
Germany, France, USA and the newly
created states, and its lasting legacy, and
were accompanied by an exhibition of

The Friends are pleased to announce that
they will once again be the sponsors of
the Summer Lecture Series.
18 July 2019
Professor Simon Eliot, University of London
Information at War: The Ministry of
Information 1936-1946
1 August 2019
Anita Anand, Author and Political Journalist

Truths refuse to die: excavating buried
stories in the time of the Raj
15 August 2019
Professor Anne Curry, University of Southampton
Writs of passage: medieval Anglo-French
relations through the Gascon Rolls
29 August 2019
Dr Amanda Bevan - Head of Legal Records, TNA 
Written treasure: correspondence from
captured ships 1652-1815

All lectures take place in the Event Space,
Kew – 18:30-20:30.  To book, please visit
The National Archives website: 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/our-
research-and-academic-collaboration/events-
and-training/summer-lecture-series/ 

Tony Wakeford updates on a recent joint event

On Monday 20 May a joint
symposium with the West Sussex
Archives Society (WSAS) was held at
the West Sussex Record Office in
Chichester. We joined colleagues
from WSAS, members from the
Friends of The Keep (Brighton, East
Sussex and University of Sussex
archives at Falmer) and members of
the public for a fascinating day
exploring the Royal Sussex
Regiment’s (RSR) rich and varied
heritage through records and
artefacts held in various archives.
Eileen Wicks (vice chairman) and
myself represented the Friends at the
event with an audience of around 60.

I gave a short talk highlighting the
RSR’s sources held at TNA. Matthew
Jones, Assistant County Archivist,
outlined the RSR Archive at West
Sussex Record Office and the RSR
Heritage Project. During the lunch

break there was a display of
documents and museum objects. The
afternoon session began with Paul
Evans, Historical Projects Officer,
Army Museums Ogilby Trust,
discussed using military collections
and the work of the Trust. Barry Lane,
Royal Sussex Regiment Museum
Trust, highlighted the RSR Museum
collections. There was a short plenary
chaired by Richard Mant, chairman
of WSAS, where the speakers
answered questions from the
audience.

I t  was  a  very  enjoyable  and
informative day. The event raised
over £400 to be shared between the
Friends and WSAS. The day would
not have been possible without the
help and support of Wendy Walker,
the County Archivist, and her team,
and also Richard Mant. To all
concerned – a big thank you.

The Royal Sussex Regiment
in the archives

2019 SUMMER LECTURE SERIES
STATE AND SOCIETY: CULTURES
OF COMMUNICATION
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Maggie Deighton, our visits coordinator, outlines three Friends' visits that have taken place so far this year.  

The first visit of the 2019 Friends’
visits programme was to the
Methodist Central Hall and the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
(right). 

The Methodist Central Hall was built
with money donated by Methodists
from around the world. The Wesleyan
Methodist Historic Roll consists of 50
volumes with over one million names
of people who contributed one Guinea
(equivalent to the average weekly
salary today) to the Twentieth Century
Fund. The majority of the Fund was
used to further the mission of the
Church at home and overseas, but
£250,000 was set aside to construct
the Central Hall.

We started with a talk by the MCH
archivist, Paul Moynihan, who showed
us some interesting pages from their
Historic Roll and other treasures, and
then led us on a tour of the building
explaining the history as
we went along. We ended
up on the roof terrace
which affords a splendid
view towards Westminster
Abbey.

Af t e r  l u n c h  i n  t h e
basement café we walked
t o  t h e  F o r e i g n  a n d
Commonwealth Office to
see a document display
and have a guided tour led
by FCO Historian Tara 
Finn. The building was 
designed to impress (and
intimidate) visitors and we
were certainly amazed by
the imposing grandeur of the
bui ld ing and i ts  splendid staircases,
gilded and coffered ceilings, stencilled
designs, chandeliers, marble floors,
decorative cornices, statues, carved
wooden doors and grand meeting
rooms. We also got to see the FCO cat,
Palmerston, looking very smug, being
carried down the corridor by a member
of staff!

It was certainly an interesting 
day and we would like to thank both of 
our excellent guides for providing

Friends visits

i n fo rmat i ve  and
enter ta in ing commentaries.

In May a group of 
20 Friends and guests enjoyed a
guided tour of the Reform Club
(above), and a visit to the
archive. Among other things, we
were shown the wine glass used
by Queen Victoria who had
dined at the Club. It was
amusing to see traces of red
wine still left in 

the glass because it was
considered such a treasure
that it had never been washed! 

In June, two groups of
Friends and guests had an
expert guided tour of St
George's Chapel at Windsor
Castle (below),  followed by a
visit to the Archives with the
Archivist who kindly put out
some o f  the  mos t
interest ing documents and
maps for us to see. We were
also able to attend Choral
Evensong (after all the tourists
had left the Chapel) which was
a special treat. 

Friends' group visit to the Methodist Central Hall and Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

The Reform Club Saloon

Friends' group on the Windsor Castle ramparts. 
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Friends of The National Archives. 
c/o Kelly Kimpton, Friends’ Co-ordinator
The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU  
email: enquiries@ftna.org.uk
ftna.org.uk

The Friends of The National Archives is a registered charity (number 328630), established in 1988.

EASYFUNDRAISING

We have raised over £2,287.04 with
grateful thanks to the 65 members who
subscribe to this scheme. Please join us and
help to raise even more funds to help
support projects and activities at The
National Archives.

Go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk and
create an account. Select the Friends as
your charity. When you shop online go via
easyfundraising who will link you to the
online retailer of your choice (there are
over 2000 of them!). When you have
completed your purchase in the usual way,
the retailer will make a donation to
easyfundraising (usually between 1 and 6
per cent of the purchase price).

  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Do you enjoy meeting
and helping new people?
If so, and you can spare some time (on a
regular or occasional basis), you could be
just the person we need to be part of our
team that supplies volunteers to help with
various functions at The National Archives. 

These include stewarding at conferences,
helping with family days and other TNA
and Friends events, and especially 
helping staff our recruitment /
members enquiry stalls (Kew Desk, or
the ‘pressgang’). Which kind of activity
you wish to be involved in, and how often,
is up to you. To find out more about what
the team does and how you might fit in
please contact Howard at the email
address below:

recruiting@ftna.org.uk

or drop by at one of our stalls to have a
chat. The dates when the team are
available can be found under the Kew
Desk Tab (via Contact Us) on our website.

CAR PARKING A reminder that parking charges
are now in force.

NEXT TOUR 
27 SEPTEMBER 

Places are still available on the Friends’
visit to the M&S Company Archive, one
of Britain's most important corporate
archival collections. Our visit will
include a talk on 'M&S and the war
effort' and a guided tour of the 'Marks
in Time' exhibition. You will also have
the option of joining a 60-90 minute
walking tour to Kirkgate market in the
city centre, finishing close to the first
M&S market stall.

Please note: A small number of
places are also still available on the
visits to the National Theatre Archive
(23 August), the Royal Hospital for
Neuro-disability (10 September) 
and Spencer House (30 September),
so please see our Events website
page for booking details at
https://ftna.org .uk/events-and-
visits/

Out and About: M&S Visit on 30 July 2019
Marks and Spencer Company Archive at the 
University of Leeds, visit on Tuesday 30 July, 11am

To book email: friendsco-ordinator@nationalarchives.gov.uk
or call +44 (0) 20 8876 3444 ext. 2405


