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Jane Ainsworth shares some research tips for budding
family historians

Address Search - Institutions
As far as I am aware, The Genealogist is the only subscription website on which you can
search by address rather than the name of the person. This is useful if you want to find
out more about a particular street or area but the main purpose for which I have found it
essential is for finding someone in an institution where residents are only listed by
initials. 
For example, I was unable to find someone (XYZ) by name on Ancestry or FindMyPast

on any censuses but I knew that the death was aged about 60 in 'Bootham, York'. I
searched on The Genealogist for the address for four different censuses. At first I had no
idea that XYZ was in a 'Lunatic Asylum' but, as not in any other accommodation, I
extended my search. This was not straightforward as asylums change their names so it
took several attempts to find XYZ on three censuses. When I accessed the Asylum record
I worked down the list of residents, mostly organised alphabetically, but one was split
between males and females according to funding. Fortunately, the age and place of birth
were provided as the occupation (Idiot or Lunatic) was of no help.
I found YZ rather than XYZ and assumed that the second name was used since this was

consistent on all three Censuses and the age and place born were correct. If there had been
several similar options this may have been a problem for verification. 
I subsequently spent a fascinating but heartbreaking day at The Borthwick Institute in

York reading through the records of someone who had lived there for nearly 50 years,
known by the first name Y. Y was admitted at the age of 14, seemingly because of a
learning difficulty, and died there with no visits from family recorded. I didn't find Y on
the most recent census and, based on the asylum records, this was probably because
several patients had been taken to Scarborough for a holiday, a fairly recent introduction
for good behaviour.

FREEBMD
This is my favourite free genealogy website. When I first started using it I only did so to
find GRO references in case I wanted to buy certificates but over the years I have become
dependent on its flexibility for carrying out wide ranging searches with vague
information.
When the 1911 Census became available it provided some fascinating information not

previously available to family historians – how many years married and the total number
of children born with the number still living. I went back over my family trees to check
whether I had the correct total number of children and, if not, used FreeBMD to find
details of those who had died. I was thrilled to be able to find names for infants who had
been born and died in between earlier censuses and to fit them into my trees in the correct
order. As and when I could afford it, I obtained death certificates to find out why they had
died so young.
Where couples had not been married long, I could search for births after the 1911

Census to complete the family tree. This has the advantage for verification that from
September 1911 the mother's surname is included. I could even search for possible
marriages of all of the children then find any children they might have had.
These searches are mostly useful where the surname is not too common and you know

where they lived, county if not town. Other records need to be checked, such as Censuses,
1939 Register, Parish Registers etc. to be certain but it is an extremely useful starting
point. 
The most frustrating thing about FreeBMD is that you can only search records up to the

end of 1983!
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