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Interview Questions 

1. Hello Rachel. I heard that you had initially set out to write an entirely different book on 

Churchill: is this true? 

A. Yes, I was researching a project on Churchill’s animals. 

 

2. So, what compelled you to want to change your scope to Churchill’s Daughters?  

A. I came across a letter from Winston’s second daughter Sarah to him which was so 

intimate and informal it made me want to know more about their relationship. 

 

3. Your story focusses on Diana, Sarah and Mary, the daughters of Britain’s most famous 

Prime Minister. It may be flippant to presume that they lived partially within his shadow, 

so what did you uncover about their own individual identities and agency? 

A. They were all interesting women in their own right. Diana was compassionate and 

worked for the Samaritans. Sarah was an actress and a dancer while Mary became an 

accomplished writer. 

 

4. You claim that Diana, Sarah and Mary were eyewitness to some of the most crucial events 

in the 20th century. What events stand out to you and what did these women make of 

them? 

A. During the war, Sarah and Mary travelled with their father to the conferences at Tehran, 

Yalta and Potsdam. They wrote fascinating letters about what they thought of Stalin, 

Roosevelt and de Gaulle.  

 

5. Can you share with us some interesting anecdotes that you uncovered during the writing 

of Churchill’s Daughters?  

A. During the war, Sarah worked as a photographic interpreter at RAF Medmenham. When 

she visited her father at Chequers, she surprised him by her detailed knowledge of what 

was going to happen in Operation Torch, the American and British landings in North 

Africa. 

 

6. It seems that a common thread in this work and your past biographies is placing the 

spotlight on woman’s place in history. How do you feel this branch of history has evolved 

over the last few years? 

A. I think historians have brought many interesting women out of the shadows to show 

their influence on the great events of history. I have written about the women in Edward 

VIII’s life before Wallis Simpson and now Winston’s daughters. 

 

7. Is it true that you visited the USA to complete this work? What were you over there 

looking for? 

A. Unfortunately, because of the pandemic I was not able to travel to the USA but the 

archivists at the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Presidential Library helpfully sent me copies of 

the letters I needed. 

 

8. Was there anything that didn’t make it into ‘The Churchill Girls’ which you wish you had 

been able to include? 
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A. There was nothing I had to leave out but some of the letters written by the Churchill 

Girls were so funny, heart-breaking or thought provoking I would have liked to publish 

more of them. 

 

9. What can our members expect in your upcoming talk on June 1st?  

A. An intimate insight into what it was like to be part of the Churchill family. 

 

 

10. Is there any advice you would give to others who intend to embark on their own writing 

career? 

A. Follow your instinct, if you find a good idea which you can’t get out of your mind pursue 

it. 

 


