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Interview Questions 

1. Hello Anne. Can you let us know what started your passion for history, and why you hold a 

special interest in the Hundred Years War? 

I come from the North East, and my bedroom had a great view of the late fourteenth-century Lumley 

castle. Visiting the abbeys and castles of the north drew me to medieval history, and at Manchester 

University I was inspired by some great medievalists. In my final year I studied Henry V for my 

special subject and wrote a dissertation on the treaty of Troyes of 1420. The rest, as they say, is 

history! And then I got hooked on muster rolls with all those soldiers’ names. It is just amazing how 

much we can know about English medieval armies (www.medievalsoldier.org). 

 

2. What compelled you to focus on Henry Vs’ conquest of Normandy for your upcoming talk?  

Well by now in my career I think I’ve said enough on Agincourt! My work on Normandy began with 

my doctorate on the English military occupation from 1422 to 1450. But since then I have been 

hooked on the people and places of the duchy, visiting it often and carrying out as much research 

as I can on it. I’ve enjoyed working with French historians, editing a collection of essays in 2019 on 

warfare in medieval Normandy 11th to 15th centuries. 

 

3. During your studies, can you give us an insight into what kind of a person Henry V was?  

For me he is complex and sometimes contradictory. As King, he was always completely focused on 

the task in hand – in this case the conquest of Normandy. He was determined to be a good lord to 

the Normans, whilst at the same time being keen to enforce his rule and punish dissent. If you want 

to know more have a look at my Henry V in the Penguin Monarchs paperback series. 

 

4. You have previously claimed that Henry V’s invasion of France in 1415 was a huge gamble 

and could have so easily have been a failure. But Agincourt was a massive turning point, 

was it not? Why was that? 

It meant that the French were reluctant ever to face him in battle again. Their internal divisions were 

exacerbated too by the defeat, not only making it easy for Henry to conquer Normandy but also to 

be accepted as heir to the French throne by the French king in 1420. By then France was in 

meltdown, with the assassination of the duke of Burgundy by the Dauphin. Henry emerged as the 

saviour of France! And in England – everyone loves a winner, so no problem in raising taxes and 

support for his military endeavours, at least not until the early 1420s when people began to jib at 

Henry’s long absence in France and the ongoing costs of war. 

 

5. How did Agincourt transform Henry V’s standing in the eyes of his contemporaries? And 

indeed, even today? 

He had a poor reputation as prince, having failed in some of his Welsh military endeavours and 

falling out with his father, Henry IV, who had even excluded him from government in 1411-12. There 

had been a plot to depose Henry V even as he prepared to set sail for France in 1415. So returning 

as a hero with a great battle victory behind him transformed his position at home. But it is fair to say 

that Shakespeare has a lot to answer for in terms of the popular view of Henry V today. He created 

a much more attractive figure, I think, than the Henry of history who was ruthless, obsessive and not 

particularly sociable.  

 

6. Can you share with us some interesting stories or anecdotes that you uncovered during your 

studies of the Norman rolls (or other sources)?  

Perhaps the most interesting are the cases which Normans put forward in order to get pardons for 

resisting the English. They might blame demon drink, naivety, or the bad influence of their family 

and friends. English soldiers accused of offences also put forward excuses. One of the English 

garrison of Evreux, for instance, was too keen a womaniser. He’d seen a lot of young ladies in the  
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town, but had fallen in love with a rich widow and wanted to marry her. He took her into his room ‘to 

talk about it’. But this had been done against her will and she certainly had no desire to marry him! 

Whilst he claimed he had not seduced her, he none the less did not dare show his face in the area 

so ran away. He was pardoned ‘because he was otherwise of good reputation’.  

 

It is also interesting how Henry V became obsessed with the date of his landing in Normandy on 1 

August 1417 increasingly using it as the defining moment of a new era in the history of the duchy. 

It’s not just modern times which give attention to anniversaries.  

 

7. How useful was the National Archives during your research?  

Not just useful but essential! It never ceases to amaze me how sophisticated government and 

administration was in medieval England and its continental holdings. (If you don’t believe me have a 

look at the contents of the Gascon rolls to show the range and thoroughness: www.gasconrolls.org). 

And there is always so much more to know because there are so many different types of records 

which have survived. The Exchequer records are particularly rich and remind us that the Hundred 

Years War was fought as much by accountants as soldiers! 

 

8. What can our members expect in your upcoming talk on June 30th?   

I hope that they will see how Henry V’s military success was founded on efficient and effective 

administration. His conquest of Normandy from August 1417 to the summer of 1419 is a truly 

remarkable siege campaign. Rouen was the largest place ever successfully taken by siege across 

the whole of the Hundred Years War. Henry also knew how to play to the crowd by using history. 

After the surrender of Rouen he held a big meeting in Rouen castle to which he summoned local 

nobility and townsmen, greeting them in robes which bore the insignia of the dukes of Normandy of 

the past.  

9. What other exciting projects are you working on and where could we find out more? 

It’s fun being involved in a new project on The People of 1381, a new look at the Peasants Revolt of 

1381 (www.1381.online) but my main interest remains the fifteenth century phase of the Hundred 

Years War. I’ve just finished editing, with Rémy Ambühl, an important chronicle covering 1415 to 

1429 written in the 1450s for Sir John Fastolf, an important English captain, and which was used by 

the Tudor historian Edward Hall, who in turn influenced Shakespeare.  

 

10. Is there any advice you would give to others who intend to embark on their own writing 

career or perhaps those pursuing academic studies of history? 

Always go to the sources. But don’t be frightened of being critical of your sources too. Chronicles 

are accessible and often tell a good story, but are we sure they tell the truth? That’s why the study 

of administrative records is so important, and also why online editions and calendars so vital.  
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