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Membership
The annual membership numbers remained relatively steady until we began
proactive recruiting at the weekly talks that we supported during 2010-2012. In
2013, soon after our new lounge was opened, we were able to set up a table opposite
the Keeper's Gallery and raise our profile and actively increase the membership. This
grew rapidly until the refurbishment work curtailed our activity over several months
in 2016-2017. We also made some administrative adjustments to take account of
members with whom we had lost touch, so the membership total declined. The
membership total does fluctuate more with a 12 month membership (introduced in
2014) rather than annual but growth continues to be steady. Nearly two-thirds of
our members have been with us for 3 years or more. Over half of the membership
live in London and the Home Counties, with members also in most English Counties,
Scotland, Wales and overseas.

1200

1000

800

600

400

200

0

2007-2018

2007  2008  2009  2010  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  2017  2018

Total     555 551 565 582 644 737 890 1097 991 1080 1119 1142

No of
members

President and Patrons
The 2018 AGM marks some changes for our presidency and patrons. Lord Hennessy
of Nympsfield will be stepping down as President. Our patrons Lord Crathorne and Sir
Keith Thomas will also be standing down.

The Chairman and trustees
extend their thanks and
appreciation for the support
given to the Friends over the
years. 

We are delighted to announce
that  Lo rd  Ashdown o f
Norton-sub-Hamdon has
accepted the appointment as
our next President.
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Introduction

By any account, thirty years is a fine
achievement and a significant milestone
to reach. I pay tribute to our founders
who turned the original ‘bright idea’ into
reality and set the foundation for the
success, devotion and commitment that
has endured for three decades. Much 
has changed since 1988 and the Friends

have grown, changed and adapted to meet new and 
different challenges. 

My involvement with the Friends is a mere ten years but a
lot has changed even in that relatively short period of time.
My initial role as Editor involved reporting on the many
successful projects either completed by volunteers or as the
result of funding. Beyond editorial matters my thoughts
turned to creating a higher profile and increasing the
membership. In 2013, with the help of colleagues, and Alan
Hart in particular, we began a concerted effort to recruit new
members. In less than a year we had significantly increased
the membership and it has continued to grow since with
around 1100 members today.

Over the years we have introduced significant changes to
improve and development our support for TNA and
communicating with the membership. In 2016, we introduced
the pre-approved funding scheme to enable us to better
support selected teams, primarily Education and Outreach, to
enable them to develop longer-term plans. It also promoted
better partnership working giving us a greater sense of purpose
and satisfaction. Some of the projects showcased in the centre
pages of this brochure are the direct result of this scheme.

Our magazine has developed significantly and provides a fine
showcase for the collections at Kew. We have benefitted

considerably from digital printing technology and using a
professional designer. We have introduced a newsletter, a
website and now have a Twitter account. These enable us to
communicate with the membership more effectively and
provide a platform to a wider audience.

This brochure is a snapshot of the past thirty-years,
highlighting some of the key projects that the Friends have
supported. Inevitably, it is a selective view but it does offer a
good account of the many and varied activities that the Friends
have undertaken. We also have reminiscences from former
chairmen and members of Council reflecting on past
endeavours and the effort involved to set up and sustain the
work of the Friends. 

Whilst much has changed, one aspect remains the same: the
considerable amount of voluntary time and effort needed to
enable the Friends to function effectively. At times it can be all
consuming, particularly at membership renewal time and
preparing for the next edition of the magazine. All that we do
remains entirely on a voluntary basis and I should like to take
this opportunity to highlight the time and commitment
devoted by my colleagues that has enabled the Friends to
continue flourishing. Current trustees on the Friends’ Council
and former members, and the various volunteer groups at
front-of-house or behind the scenes have all played their part
in our success and to all I offer my grateful thanks and
appreciation. Finally, also my thanks to Eileen Wicks, the Vice
Chairman assisted by fellow trustee Maggie Deighton, who
organised the research and compilation of the material for
this brochure.

Dr Tony Wakeford

Chairman

Over the past three decades, the Friends
of The National Archives have been a
constant and supportive force for The
National Archives. Over that time, their
commitment and support has been – and
continues to be – immense and hugely
appreciated. There are now over a
thousand Friends’ members, many of

whom also volunteer their time and effort to help deliver the
'behind the scenes' work that is so essential to making our
records available to the public and showcasing the amazingly
diverse collections that we hold. I should mention in particular,
the current work underway to catalogue the WO416 series of
index cards of British and Commonwealth prisoners of war
during the Second World War.

The Friends have supported a huge range of projects, from
the 3D printer to the Suffrage Tales, Somme Tales and work on
the Prize Papers collection. They have always been keen to
support innovative approaches to engaging the public and
encouraging new audiences to experience our collections –
from Archives at Night to our Summer Lecture series.

As Chief Executive and Keeper, I greatly value the positive
relationship we have had with the Friends over the past thirty
years and I have no doubt that the relationship will continue
to thrive over the next thirty years. I would like to thank the
Friends for all their support.

Jeff James 

Chief Executive and Keeper
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The early days of the Friends

If you take a look through the past copies of
the Friends’ AGM minutes and the first
editions of the PROphile newsletter a lot
can be learnt about how the Friends’ charity
was originally formed, along with the
character of those who were involved, and
how it has moved forward over the years. 

In 1987, steering committee meetings were held consisting
of the then Keeper Michael Roper plus representatives of the
staff and readers of the Public Record Office with the aim of
forming a Friends organisation whose primary functions
included being a supportive body to the PRO and its staff as
‘devised with the consultation of both parties’. One of the
initial meetings even extended invitations to archivists from
the Suffolk, Essex and Leicester County Records Offices, the
Bodleian Library, the Hampshire Archives Trust and the
Hackney Borough Archives to impart advice on how Friends
organisations worked in practice, and to throw light upon what
benefits could be gained from their existence. 

However, when speaking to a long-term member Susan
Moore she revealed that, at around the same time, a small
group of conscientious volunteers had also recognised the
need for some form of organisation whilst they had been
indexing and cataloguing PROB 12. The work was carried out
off-site by volunteers who organised themselves and chose
which collections were opened up and worked on, and with
that work being freely donated to the PRO. It was whilst
working with others sitting around her kitchen table, that
Susan related how the initial idea of the Friends took place.

From these discussions an autonomous organisation was
formed that was supportive of the PRO. Many of the
suggestions and recommendations put forward by the steering
committee were taken up: the publication of a newsletter and
magazine; membership subscription, and funding for projects.
However, although the Keeper and the PRO staff were to be
given welcoming invitations to the Friends’ Council meetings,
they would not form a core part of the organisation. 

The inaugural council meeting was recorded in December
1988. One of the initial decisions made was to set a standing
committee within the Friends to oversee the organisation of
volunteers. The Council papers are not only a record of events
as they happened - they are also able to reveal a sense of the
characters forming the membership and the volunteers who
worked on the documents. In 1993, Mrs Beinek, who had
broken her leg, completed a small individual project by
indexing Ward 9 during her recuperation. Then there was Mrs
Birchenough who had recovered from two strokes, who along
with a long-term prisoner in Maidstone Prison are both said to
have ‘rendered remarkable service’ by indexing the Connaught
Rangers. In 1998, it was recorded that a merchant navy tanker
captain and a night security guard were now working on
projects. Particular thanks was also noted for Mr Hawkings who
had driven around delivering index cards to volunteers who
were unable to personally visit Kew to collect them.  

Throughout the years you can see that various attempts
were made to try to put a value on the work that the
volunteers carried out. Even as late as 2009, £8 per hour was
used to try to work out the monetary value of a volunteer over
the period of a year. It is noted that this figure was chosen
because at the time it was the ‘going rate for a cleaning lady’.
Besides this the volunteers had obviously enjoyed the work as
can be detected by the fact that many of them continued for
so long. The biggest indication of how much these people and
their work were appreciated by the Friends and the Archives is
through the numerous reports of project completion parties
and AGM celebrations that had taken place. Both the
volunteers and the work they did and still do remains priceless! 

The minutes of December 1990 reveal the first introduction
of computers into the process of indexing and cataloguing with
the volunteers. Up until that time the majority of the work had
been by the process of filling out cards by hand and with the
use of microfiche. By 1990, it is noted that information was
being fed onto IBM compatible disks and that more volunteers
were needed, but especially those volunteers that were the
‘owners of IBM compatible computers’. By January 1991, the
first thoughts of the Friends actually purchasing a computer to
be installed at the Public Record Office were put forward,
although at the time it was also said to be ‘too impractical and
felt that it would cut down the sales of microfilm’. 

In May 1991, it was proposed to put a £50 donation received
from a late member, towards starting a computer fund.
Estimates had been obtained and it was found that a machine
could be purchased for something between £3000-4000. Along
with being used for projects it could be made available to
researchers to make online enquiries. However, even though
the PRO was about to embark on a complete information
systems strategy it was still felt that most readers still
preferred ‘browsing’ rather than using a keyboard. It would not
be until July 1992, after much considerable discussion of the
subcommittee’s suggestions, that it was resolved that up to
£2000 would be spent on a DELL 486P/20 with a 500MB hard
disk. Initial usage would be for the PROB 12 but thereafter it
would serve for other projects.

A reminder of the days before general computer usage can
be seen with the 1994 launch of the information project: Does
anyone know you are here? Those writing a thesis or
dissertation, or who were studying using the PRO records were
encouraged to advertise in the PROphile magazine which it
was believed to be widely read in other record offices, archives,
libraries and university departments ‘all over the world’. The
magazine had grown in popularity since 1989 and was seen as
a platform whereby help could be sought on specific topics or
for the location of sources. In 1997, it was proudly announced
that information about the Friends was ‘now to be found on
the Internet’.  

Looking forward, the minutes of 2007 noted that most
volunteers did their inputting at home and that: ‘incidentally as
nearly all of our volunteers are retired people, this is just one
more indication of the high level of computer-owning by
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Eileen Wicks, Vice Chairman, browses through our archive.
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people not in the first blush of youth’. Whilst it is now
recognised and encouraging to see that not all volunteers are
of a ‘certain age’, it was also amusing to find that in 2008 Mr
John Smith of Malvern Wells wrote to say that as his 86th
birthday was imminent he had decided to give up indexing in
order ‘to have time to do the other things he wants to do while
he is still young enough to enjoy them’.

In 1988, the Friends membership was less than 190, the
average yearly subscription was £10 and the main focus at the
time was providing and organizing the growing number of
volunteers who were willing to give their time to work on the
ever-growing indexing and cataloguing projects. On the 14
June 1990, the Friends of the Public Record Office was
registered as a charity (No. 328630). In 2003, as a result of the
change of name from the PRO to The National Archives, it was
unanimously agreed that the FPRO would become the Friends
of The National Archives.

Fast forward 30 years and the FTNA membership is thriving

at over 1100, with the average annual subscription still only
around £20. Although TNA now recruit and organize the
volunteers to work on the collections, it is good to see that
many of those volunteers are also members. The Friends
enthusiasm and involvement with the archives’ collections and
assisting TNA staff in opening up the documents to a wider
audience is still as active today as it was in the beginning. We
are currently using the funds raised through membership
subscriptions and donations on a multitude of project
applications presented by the staff. However, we are now also
looking into new and innovative ways of working, for instance
by proactively raising funding from other sources. This in itself
will be just one means by which to enable us to continue with
the aims of our founders in supporting the Archives and
looking after the nation’s documents. We are proud to say that
the Friends are only able to do this today because of the
commitment and hard work contributed by the members and
volunteers since before 1988. 

The Friends of the Public Record Office was founded at an archives
conference organised by Stella Colwell in August 1988. I believe
that the original idea came from discussions between Stella and
Jane Cox, then an assistant keeper at the PRO who was at the
forefront of developing services at Chancery Lane and Kew
specifically for amateur genealogists. At that time I was
genealogist to John Brooke-Little, Norroy & Ulster King of Arms,
and Stella invited me to be the organisation’s first honorary
secretary. As became painfully obvious, I had never sat on a
committee before and my fellow committee members were
patient and immensely kind, as we set up what was an unusual
organisation at a time when government agencies were
unaccustomed to having bodies of supporters.

The committee was chaired by Sir Geoffrey Elton, the eminent
Cambridge Tudor historian, and was made up of representatives
from the Society of Genealogists, (including Anthony Camp, the
then director), Dr Alice Prochaska (then Secretary of the Institute
of Historical Research), the Keeper of the Public Records, Geoffrey
Martin, and seconded staff from the PRO, including the
redoubtable Sue Lumas, who was a minute-taker of genius. After
Sir Geoffrey stepped down, we were fortunate in finding Professor
Barrie Dobson and Professor Paul Harvey as succeeding chairs,
and later Keepers of the Public Record Office, Michael Roper and
Sarah Tyacke, were hugely supportive.  

The first members (paying £10 per annum) were attendees at
the conference, and were a fair representation of amateur
historians and genealogists, professional researchers, and
academics. The first meetings of the board were dominated by
drawing up a constitution, drafting an application for charitable
status, and agreeing a strategy to attract new members. A
membership leaflet was created, using an illustration of a
friendship ring that researcher and artist Zelide Cowan had found
amongst Chancery Lane exhibits. The initial programme of events
and activities was modest, being a monthly lunchtime talk at
Chancery Lane or Kew, an annual conference, a newsletter, and
a proposed indexing project. 

Eve McLaughlin, the author of many successful genealogical
publications, cheerfully took on the task of editor, and we decided

on the title, PROphile as being suitable. The first indexing project
was the calendars of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury from
1700, and Miriam Scott was recruited as project leader and
volunteer co-ordinator for this project. Miriam’s son William
created the computer programme for the project, and acted as
technical trouble shooter. 

Once this had been launched, Lesley Wynne-Davies accepted
the role of co-ordinator for the volunteer project at Kew, which
focussed on the soldiers’ attestation and discharge papers,
WO97. Just retired, I don’t think that Lesley had any inkling that
she would build such a dedicated team of volunteers at Kew, and
that her life would henceforth be shaped by her work on this and
subsequent projects. She managed to complete her PhD while
acting as ring master on the projects, and it was a great pleasure
to share in her delight at being awarded an MBE for her work.

The first one-day conference, entitled, ‘Mirror on a Secret
World’, was on the history of intelligence gathering and spying,
and was held at the National Army Museum, in collaboration with
the Birkbeck College Extra-Mural Department. Later conferences
centred on the themes of railway research, the Royal Air Force
(held at the RAF Museum), and on migration, at University
College London. Paying the venue fees became an increasingly
difficult problem, and Sarah Tyacke will forever be held in my
heart for arranging the magnificent facilities of Fleming’s Bank in
the City (complete with Robert the chef) at very reasonable
rates.

The early days of the Friends were characterised, I suppose, by
amateur enthusiasm, by constant pleas to friends, colleagues and
family for help with finding speakers, venues, copy for the
newsletter, and finding more members. The volunteers at Kew
had a little space in which to do the checking, but the rest of us
undertook our work for the Friends at home. The relationship with
the PRO was friendly, but unstructured, and almost informal. With
the prospect of closing Chancery Lane, it was time for me to hang
up my pencil, and hand over to the magnificent Hilary Marshall,
who I don’t think has ever quite forgiven me for underplaying how
much of her life would be taken up by the Friends.

Dr Andrea Tanner
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Oddly, I remember very little of my three years in the Chair of the
Friends of the – then – Public Record Office, but this simply
reflects the hard work and enthusiasm of everyone else; they left
so little to be done from the Chair. I remember being distinctly
overawed at the invitation in 1990 to succeed Professor Sir
Geoffrey Elton, the first holder of the office.

I remember the very proper insistence of the Keeper, Sarah
Tyacke, that Prophile and all other public productions of the
Friends should conform to the same standards as the PRO itself
in presentation as well as in content. I remember much discussion
over projects on which volunteers might be deployed, projects
that had to be both interesting to the volunteers and useful to

the Office and its readers – and among which, work on PROB 12
was much to the fore. 

But I particularly remember how much was done by my fellow-
officers to get the infant society walking and talking, above all by
Andrea Duncan (soon to become Tanner) who as Secretary
organised meetings, seminars and so much else besides. It was
certainly at the behest of the other officers and of Council that I
wrote to the Keeper in November 1991, daringly innovative in
asking, among other things, if the Friends might not have access
to a computer. It now seems a very long time ago.

Paul D.A. Harvey

PROB 12: Prerogative Court of Canterbury and successors, Indexes
of Wills and Administration Grants

PROB 12 record series is the Prerogative Court of Canterbury
and successors, Indexes of Wills and Administration Grants
dating from 1383 to 1858. The indexes were known as
Calendars and were used, compiled and annotated in the
registries of the PCC and its successors: the Court of Probate,
and the Probate Divorce and Admiralty Division of the High
Court.  They listed the grants of probate or administration for
the estates of testators or those who had died intestate. They
were compiled so that the court had an immediate and
accessible record of the issue of the grant of probate or
administration, and thus preventing its officials issuing more
than one grant upon the same estate to separate applicants.

They give the name, date and a place for the testator, and in
some cases information on their occupation, property and
standard of living. They are also found to be a reasonable source
for family relationships in that some give the names of spouses,
children or even parents.

Work on the series was begun by volunteers at least 12
months or so before the creation of the Friends in 1988. There
were originally 40 volunteers organised to work offsite placing
the entries onto cards, whilst the same number of volunteers
were used to check the accuracy of the transcriptions. The
finished work was then put onto computer and produced in the
form of a microfiche with a printed introduction in 1998.

Eileen Wicks, Vice Chairman.

The Chelsea Pensioners British Army Service Records is a series
of more than one million documents of soldiers (but not
officers) pensioned out of the British Army between 1760 and
1913.  They were compiled to determine the eligibility of a
soldier for a pension, who either became an in-pensioner or as
for the great many an out-pensioner after his twelve years of
service or sooner if wounded.   The connection with ‘Chelsea
Pensioners’ being that army pensions overall were administered
through the Royal Hospital at Chelsea.  

The records include soldiers born in England, Scotland,
Ireland and Wales, as well as a significant proportion from
other parts of the British Empire such as the Caribbean and
India.  They record the rank and regiment, service number,
place of birth, physical description and distinguishing marks
such as tattoos, occupation on enlistment, medical history,

attestation date and service history of the applicants between
the period of 1760 to 1913.  Some though also include a
statement about character or the proceedings of the
regimental board, and those dated after 1883 could even
contain fuller details such as next of kin, and details of
marriage and children.  The early part of the series is also
known to reveal records of men who brought themselves 
out of their regiment or those who unsuccessfully applied 
for a pension.

The indexing of WO97 was the first project proposed in 1988
at the inaugural meeting of the Friends of the Public Record
Office, later to become the Friends of TNA, and was a project
carried out from 1990, originally with the assistance from the
Army Museums Ogilby Trust, who gave a £250 donation.  The
data was uploaded and made available online  in 2001/2.

Eileen Wicks, Vice Chairman.

Our logos 
The original logo was based on a friendship ring that

researcher and artist Zelide Cowan had found amongst
Chancery Lane exhibits. It served as our basic logo from

1988 up to 2012, when the change was made to the
current version, with the anniversary element added this

year for use on all publications.

WO 97: Royal Hospital Chelsea - soldiers’ service documents
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In 2008, the Friends provided financial
support to a project to open up the
correspondence of the Foreign Office for the
year 1906. The programme involved a
number of cataloguers supported by staff
working directly from the registers and
correspondence volumes. This work provided
detailed cataloguing for seven series of
Foreign Office correspondence for 1906
including over 33,000 item level descriptions. 

Previously this material was only
accessible through using indexes and
registers to find what you wanted. The
project now allows researchers to key word
search on Discovery for topics they are
interested in. The effect of this on the usage
of the documents has, unsurprisingly, been
huge. Document ordering for Foreign Office
material for the year 1906 has increased by
roughly 500 per cent since the cataloguing
has gone live, whilst that for other years has
remained the same. 

The project was never intended to
simply catalogue the surviving
correspondence, and considerable time
was invested in exploring the registry
system in place in the Foreign Office. The
data gathered is an invaluable resource for
understanding how this crucial
department of state operated throughout
the early twentieth century, and exploring
the processes through which the archive
we have was created. In this respect it was
a project ahead of its time, with a clear
focus on reimagining the record, and doing
this through a process of datafication. 

The innovative work of this project has
yielded impressive results both in terms of
increasing accessibility and providing a
new level of historical understanding.
These results were only possible because
of the investment in cataloguing and
transcription which was supported by 
the Friends.

FO 1906: Foreign Office correspondence
Richard Dunley, Collections, Expertise and Engagement.

The completion of WO 374

to expand the catalogue description available on
Discovery of this very important WWI series of Army
Officers’ records. To record the completion of the final file
this photograph was taken to mark the occasion showing
a number of the volunteers involved in the project. The

series contains 77,833 Officers files and the project was
planned to take two years. The task was finished six weeks
ahead of schedule and within the cost budget. The
volunteer team had 22 members who each devoted one
day per week. 
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Fo l low ing  the  award-
winning Somme Tales, we
have funded another film-
making project on the
theme of suffrage. The
project is based upon using
or igina l  documents  to
inform and inspire students
to  deve lop  the i r  own
interpretation and under-
standing of the Suffrage
Movement. This film was
completed in 2017 and has
been short-listed for an
award too.

Suffrage Tales

Medieval Family Day
Family events are a growing part of The
National Archives’ public events
programme. For the Medieval Family Day
event in  2016 we suppor ted the
programme by funding the attendance 
of the weapons specialists from the 
Royal Armouries. They provided re-
enactment displays using weapons and
demonstration of armed tactics of 
the period.

Here are a few examples of recent projects and activities that the Friends have funded. 

Lampson unlocked:
Fear God! 
Fear nought!
We were involved in a highly successful
art and drama project that interpreted
the life and times of Commander Locker-
Lampson, who was in charge of the
British Armoured Car Squadron
stationed in Petrograd during 1917. The
project involved The National Archives’
Outreach team, the V&A and the Wren
Academy. It brought together material
held by the V&A and The National
Archives that was used by A-Level
students at the Wren Academy to
interpret aspects of the First World War

and the Russian Revolution. Our funding
supported the project and enabled a
successful outcome with a drama
performance and art display at the V&A. 

We have supported two competitions

run by The National Archives to

encourage and promote the archives to

younger and different audiences. Young

film-makers drew their inspiration from

a wide range of original documents to

produce short films. We provided funds

for the prizes in support of this

innovative approach. We have also

supported a similar approach involving

computer gaming and the creation of

new games based on information

derived from original documents.  

Files on Film 

Supported by

THE FRIENDS 30TH ANNIVERSAY

Some examples of Friends' funded activities
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Created by Lily, this scene shows a group of middle class women gathering to symbolically decorate
a Women’s Social and Political Union banner in the purple, white and green colours.



The Crown Jewels

With money received from a legacy

we purchased a book to fill an

important gap in The National

Archives’ library. The Crown Jewels

book, edited by the late Claude Blair,

is a limited edition two-volume set in

a slipcase and was published by the

Stationery Office in 1999. The book

was given to the library in memory of

the donor.

Chronicles of the
Dissolution: Piety,
Plunder and Protest

Following an idea by
Tony Wakeford, a
staff competition
was held to design a
'Friendly Bug' for a
family event. Archie
was a great success
at the event and has
now become a firm
favourite with SEND
students. Archie was
kindly made by 
our member Sue
Waters.

THE FRIENDS 30TH ANNIVERSAY

Monk’s Tale – Robyn King, gouache, water
colour and ink. The Monks of Hexham Abbey take

up arms against Layton as he attempts to take
the abbey. The Abbot, and those of Syon and
Bevail, are executed for their disobedience. 

This was an art-based project using original
documents to enable students to develop their
own interpretation and understanding of events
to illustrate the Dissolution.

Archie

From 2016, the Friends agreed to donate a Christmas tree
to TNA every year.

Christmas tree

Sue Waters, Tony Wakeford with Archie, winner Simon
Wilkes and runner-up, Carol Welch.
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Somme Tales
We funded a film-making workshop

involving ten students (aged 16-19)

who created a short film under the

guidance of a professional film-

maker. They were given access to a

range of original documents relating

to the Somme and life on the home front at the time. From this

they produced a short animated film. It subsequently won 

an international award for innovation and good practice in

the use of media in

education presented

by MEDEA in Belgium.

The MEDEA Awards 

are supported by the

L i fe long  Lea rn ing

Programme of  the

European Commission.
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The COPY Project: Material registered under the 1862 Fine Arts
Copyright Act

Steve Cable, Collections, Expertise and Engagement.

COPY 1/147/1: Nipper, painting by Francis Barraud, 1899.

COPY 1/548/276: Claude Grahame-White with his Farman biplane at the Ranelagh Club, Barn Elms, 1910.
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amazing collection of Victorian and Edwardian photographs to
all kinds of researchers.

In 2015, a project was undertaken by TNA staff to catalogue
the earlier run of photographs and artworks registered 1862-
1883, and has recently been completed.  We are now looking at
a potential project to catalogue the remaining artworks 1883-
1912 that currently remain un-catalogued. Scoping for this
project will begin in the summer of 2018, and I hope to be able
to tell you more about it in the near future.

Working closely with the photographic collections for the
past decade, the work put in by the Friends and other
volunteers has been such a huge help to me both personally
and professionally. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank the Friends whose hard work and dedication have made
this and so many other TNA cataloguing projects possible.

The National Archives hold the records of copyright registration
at the Stationers' Hall 1842-1924. These records, now in the
COPY record series, were amassed under several acts during
this period, including the photographs registered under the
1862 Fine Arts Copyright Act.

This Act offered copyright protection to photographs,
paintings and drawings for the first time under Statutory Law.
As well as supplying a written description of the work, those
registering their photographs and artworks were also
encouraged to annex a copy of the photograph or artwork to
the registration form. However, accessing this amazing visual
cornucopia of the Victorian and Edwardian eras involved a
painstaking process using several sets of the original bound
indexes to identify material of interest, before being able to
order the registration form with the annexed copy.

From 1883 photographs and artworks were registered
separately and a project was conceived to catalogue the 1883-
1912 run of photograph registrations. Facsimiles of 203
registers were produced and sent out to the Friends’ team to be
transcribed at home. The team was co-ordinated by the late,
and much missed, Lesley Boatwright and my ex-colleague Jenny
Bunn.

The data captured on spreadsheets included a full description
of the photograph, dates, and the names and addresses of the
photographer and copyright proprietor. Once the spreadsheets
were completed, additional information contained on the
original entry forms was added and then uploaded onto
Discovery in batches. The final batch of this run was uploaded in
April 2014.

The result of the huge amount of work put in by Friends was
that some 108,000 photographs were now fully described and
orderable via the online catalogue Discovery, opening up this
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Loyalty and
Dissent

The Outreach team is indebted to the
Friends for contributing to the
success of our Loyalty and Dissent
project through helping to fund a
very creative and successful project.

Consultation with South Asian
community groups in 2014 revealed
the need to explore the complex motivations that drove over a
million Indian servicemen to fight with Britain during the First
World War. In response we agreed to provide resources and
opportunities to inform wider audiences of this contribution.
The education resource launched in autumn 2016 was one such
opportunity. 

Iqbal Husain, who researched and managed the Loyalty and
Dissent project, had identified the opportunity to partner with
Tamasha Theatre Company to make our records accessible to a
theatre audience. We worked with five writers to produce short

plays inspired by accounts about suspected ‘seditionists’
agitating for independence, military intelligence reports and
material on hospitals such as Brighton Pavilion, set up for
injured Indian servicemen.

The resulting plays are powerful and engaging. They bring to
life frequently unheard voices from Britain’s history and explore
the tensions between loyalty and dissent to an all-powerful
British Imperial State. They were performed to a packed
audience in East London in March 2017 and met with
tremendous acclaim. 

The Friends also paid
£7500 to professionally
record an audio version of
the Loyalty and Dissent plays
which are now available
online, along with the play
scripts. They provide a fitting
legacy for the project,
enabling access to a much
wider international audience. 

Thank you from the
Outreach team! 

Sara Griffiths, 
Outreach Manager. 

The pattern of Friends’ activities, set by our predecessors, was
developed by dedicated colleagues on Council.  Lesley
Boatwright continued to inspire volunteers engaged in
cataloguing, notably: COPY 1 (online index to photographs),
WO121, Navy Board papers, the IR 26 Estate Duty Office
Registers, and Chancery Proceedings. The Friends also
contributed to funding projects such as the eighteenth-century
textile sample books and cataloguing records of the Llanfyllin
and Southwell Poor Law Unions.

Cedric Jeffrey led us on visits to other archives, notably:  St
George’s Chapel Archives and Chapter Library; House of Lords;
Lambeth Palace; All Soul’s College; Tower Hamlets’ Archives and
Ragged School Museum; Royal Navy Museum, Portsmouth; the
archives and herbarium of The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew; and
the V&A archives. 

The AGM was followed by lectures on: ‘British documents on

the “End of Empire” Project’ (A. Stockwell, 2003); ‘Medieval
biography and the documentary record’ (Professor Nigel Saul,
2004);  ‘Nelson and his compatriots’ (Miss Pat Crimmin, 2005);
‘The law, social mobility and the family in thirteenth century
England’ (Dr Paul Brand, 2006); ‘One king to bind them all: The
House of Windsor and the post-war Commonwealth’ (Professor
Philip Murphy, 2007), and ‘“Those who continually haunt our
courts”: The emergence of a legal profession in medieval London’
(Dr Penny Tucker, 2008). 

The members’ magazine PROphile, edited in turn by Dafyyd
Evans, Clive Cheesman and Anne Samson, expanded and moved
with the times, adopting the title Magna and adjusting to new
technology. Council carried out a thorough membership survey
(approximately 550 during this period) and participated in
consultation relating to the ‘30-year rule’.

Anthony Stockwell, Chair, 2002-2008

FO 371/2154/001: An extract.

WO 95/3927/001: An extract.



THE FRIENDS 30TH ANNIVERSAY

10

Taking place between September
2017 and March 2018, ‘The rat who
ate history’ has been an exciting and
challenging project for the Education
Team as we seek to expand our
special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND) provision.

Funded entirely by the Friends, the
‘Rat’ project has allowed the team to work closely with Theatre
Tots (a company that creates, writes and performs interactive
shows for children across the key stages, and with a range of
different needs) and to build relationships with two local SEND
schools: The Cedars School in Hounslow and Clarendon School
in Hampton.

The story of the project focusses on the ‘Rat’ – a character
inspired by the very rat in TNA’s collections – as a way for the
students to access the archive. After eating lots of archive
documents, ‘Rat’ is able to know many facts about history. The
story of the real rat featured in offsite workshops at the schools,
to engage the students with the idea of The National Archives
and the use of original documents to find out about the past,
with the characterised ‘Rat’ coming alive in the
interactive performances at TNA.

After preliminary meetings with both
schools, the team identified the
subject areas which each school
would learn about: Punishment
through time and Tudor monarchs.
The students worked with facsimiles
of documents in conjunction with
sensory objects so that they could
make their own connections to
history. The workshops caused lots of
excitement and provoked many
insightful questions about history and
The National Archives. The performances
written and delivered by Theatre Tots, and
performed onsite at Kew, weaved the story of

‘Rat’ and the workshop content together into a fun and musical
session which reinforced the students’ learning.

This project has been extremely successful in
engaging new students with TNA and just as

important, it has provided a new foundation for
sustainable relationships with SEND schools

which will prove essential for developing
further provision and taking the development
of our SEND programme forward.

The team received feedback from the
schools involved:

Very inclusive, well thought out and very
interactive. Very engaging session with all
teaching aspects covered. Well done!

Absolutely BRILLIANTLY pitched at just the
right level for 2 VERY different classes. The team
that came are to be HIGHLY commended for
their delivery!

The rat who ate history

As you will know the Friends began under the Keepership of
Geoffrey Martin in 1988. I first met the Friends in 1992 when I
became Keeper of Public Records. Mine was an eventful
Keepership and the Friends were a great support to me
throughout. From the beginning members of staff of the PRO
supported the Friends’ creation and have ever since; I mention
those I knew well from my time; Sue Lumas, Jane Cox,  Eddy
Higgs, John Post, Elizabeth Hallam-Smith and Hilary Jones.
Andrea Duncan, then of the College of Arms, was the first
secretary and is now a fellow vice-president.  

One of the most innovative things the Friends decided to
undertake to help our readers was the organisation of volunteers
to index such mammoth series as WO 97 the (army discharge
papers). Nowadays this is a normal way for archives to deal with
their large holdings but in the 1990s few if any Archives did this.

This was done under the eagle eye of Lesley Wynne-Davis (later
Boatwright) an indefatigable organiser. 

At least once a year we would have a celebratory buffet lunch
for the Friends to congratulate the volunteers on their work and
of course as Keeper I attended the AGMs from 1992-2005.
Indeed my last one coincided with a speech or two for my
retirement by, amongst others, Lord Mackay of Clashfern a Patron
of the Friends and a former very supportive Lord Chancellor, who
had laid the foundation stone of the new 1990s building at Kew.
Also Tony Stockwell, as the then chair of the Friends, and
Professors Caroline Barron and Barrie Dobson former Chairs
kindly came to wish me well. I remember it was a lovely occasion
and great send-off from the Friends.

Sarah Tyacke CB, Keeper of Public Records, 1992-2005

Rachel Hillman, Education Manager and Emily Morris, Education Team.

E 328/408: Great Seal of
Henry VIII 1544 (reverse).

WORK 34/623: Hampton Court Palace.
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Court of Chancery

In 2005, the Friends wanted a
large-scale project for off-site
volunteers, and Emma Markiewicz
and Amanda Bevan suggested one.
This was the immense task of
converting printed and manuscript
catalogues of litigation in the
court of Chancery, from 1558 to
1750 into an electronic format for
the catalogue. Initially this was
managed by Lesley Boatwright of
the Friends, and then following her
retirement the management was
taken over by Liz Hore and Gillian Kirby of TNA.

Initially photocopies of the catalogues were sent by post and
the Friends covered the cost of postage, but when it was
brought in-house this was converted to an online delivery
system and the Friends contributed £1150 towards the cost of
getting the digital images for C 7, C 8 and C 9. Overall, about
95-100 volunteers worked on the project, contributing many
hours of dedicated work, too many to name individually.

The last series of records were checked, processed and
uploaded into the catalogue in March 2018 with over 600,000
lawsuits now searchable on Discovery thanks to their efforts –

Several years’ work cataloguing Admiralty Allotment registers in
ADM 27 has now been completed. The registers detail
payments by Royal Navy and Royal Marine personnel serving on
ships from their wages to next of kin. This huge undertaking of
indexing 120 volumes for the period 1795-1852, comprising
over 450,000 entries available to search on Discovery has been
achieved through the hard work of the Friends and other fellow
volunteers.

In a period where Royal Navy service records do not exist,
this project has made tracing the careers, personal and next of
kin information of Royal Navy and Royal Marine personnel
more straightforward. The Allotment Registers were originally
listed by year and the initial letter of the ships' name. Now
these records can now be searched by person and ship's name,
with each catalogue entry providing a full document reference
and individual ship's muster book number which links into
TNA's collections of Royal Navy ships' musters: rank or rating,
name and relationship of next of kin, year of allotment or
payment, and for the period 1795-1816, a reason why an
allotment payment ended. Multiple results for the same person
will enable researchers to piece together an individual's service
career. 

Furthermore, ADM 27 Discovery results can lead to extra
information in the registers dated 1795 to 1816 by potentially
revealing the number of children and where families resided,
and for the registers dated 1830 to 1852, the possibility of
finding a date and place of marriage or a child's birth details.

Bruno Pappalardo, Collections, Expertise and Engagement.

ADM 27/21 (part 3):  An allotment declaration, 1806.
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so a minimum of 1.2
million litigants (at 2 per
case) with a likely total of 5
million plus names. People
were very litigious then -
and had easy access to law.

The work of these
dedicated volunteers has
been transformative for
early modern research. We
can see that many more
people are using these
records, now that Discovery

makes them visible. For example one of the series, C 7, had a
mean of 67 document productions a year and this has increased
to just over 400 a year, and we have not publicised them yet.
TNA has had two collaborative PhD students working on these
records and we are aware of several more currently using these
records.

With this project finished from the volunteers point of view
TNA did not wish to lose the valuable and experienced team
that has been built so they have been handed across to other
sections of the department who are working to bring some of
their records into the light.

ADM 27: Admiralty Allotment Registers

Liz Hore, Collections, Expertise and Engagement.

C 8/225/16: A Chancery document from December 1671.
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The Friends became involved with the prize papers
in 2013, funding the project Undiscovered Treasures
which created short films.

In 2014, TNA’s first international conference, All
at Sea, was supported by the Friends, with both
sponsorship and biscuits baked from eighteenth-
century recipes - keenly anticipated and discussed
at the coffee and tea breaks. 

The prize papers were then still very briefly listed
(A, B, C, or French, Dutch, Spanish) – pretty much as
we received them in the 1850s. The Friends have
since supported opening up the prize papers with
grants to fund the intermittent engagement of
maritime historians Randolph Cock (now a TNA
records specialist) and Andrew Little. Several articles
have appeared in Magna as a result, telling
fascinating stories of our finds. 

With the Friends’ help, we have been digging deep
into the 1660s-1670s and the 1770s-1780s, when
the records were very disordered. It is wonderful to
see ships and stories emerge from confusion and
obscurity.

From 2018, TNA is a partner in the major
international project Prize Papers, a 20 year
digitisation and research project to make these
confiscated letters and papers freely available. This
could not have happened without the Friends.

The Friends’ combination of financial support,
friendly communication and biscuits reflects our
joint engagement with global maritime trade of the
long 18th century. Although the prize papers survive
because of the disruption of trade and
communication in wartime, that trade was very
much about coffee, tea, sugar, business and
friendship. Rather like the Friends and TNA …

The Prize Papers (letters and papers from ships captured by the
British, 1652-1815.)

EXT 11/140, extracted from HCA 32/1048: A leather pouch and
contents of seeds, paper and silk from the Dutch/Prussian ship

Henrietta.

HCA 30/276: Correspondence from 1778.HCA 30/240 no.188: Correspondence from 1745.
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Amanda Bevan, Collections, Expertise and Engagement.
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1988 to 2018: What next?

Much has been achieved in the past thirty years and we
should feel rightfully pleased and proud of what has been
accomplished. However, resting on one’s laurels is never ideal
and there must always be a strategic plan and sense of
purpose for the future. My first year as Chairman has focused
on reviewing, revising and completing our policies and
governance practices and processes to provide resilience for
the coming years. 

We are first and foremost a charity and there are numerous
regulatory requirements and best practice expectations set by
the Charity Commission and Information Commissioner’s Office
to follow and comply. The Friends is a member of the Small
Charities Coalition (SCC) and during the coming year we intend
to host a joint event to share best practice and innovative ideas
with other charitable organisations of a similar size and
operational issues.

A longer-term aspiration is to set up an informal network with
other Friends groups supporting archives so we can, similar to
SCC members, share best practice and information. We already
enjoy a relationship with Friends of Nottingham Archives and
the West Sussex Archive Society so we have already made a
promising start.

The year ahead presents an interesting challenge with the
formation of The National Archives Foundation Trust. The
priority will be to establish a good working relationship and
agree some clearly defined areas of activity and responsibility
whereby we complement rather than compete with the 
new trust. 

I drew attention in my introduction to the considerable
amount of time and effort currently needed for the Friends to
function effectively. Partly with this in mind the trustees have
agreed in principle to consider converting the Friends charity
into a charitable incorporated organisation from its current
unincorporated association status. Such a move would give the
charity a legal status, afford more protection for its trustees and
enable contracts in the name of the Friends, rather than
individual trustees. It would open the way to securing paid
support in the future as the Friends grow and the workload
becomes unsustainable on an entirely voluntary basis. The
intention is to future-proof the Friends and enable it to grow
into the benefits offered by incorporation.

I am also keen to recapture some of the pioneering spirit of
the early days with more document related projects, some of
which could be the subject of fundraising. We will build on the
considerable progress in the new and innovative ways in which
we have supported The National Archives’ outreach and
education programmes, in addition to research and academic
engagement. I hope that our sponsored Summer Lecture Series
and the postgraduate fellowship will become standard annual
features.

It is hard to imagine how things will have changed by 2048.
What I do know is that there is much to look forward to in the
knowledge of the Friends’ continued help and devotion to the
‘common good’ in supporting The National Archives.

Dr Tony Wakeford

Chairman

Some examples of recent funding in 2018
Project Description Funding

Suffrage Centenary TNA in partnership with the National Trust, recreation project based on the celebration £3000
of the Representation of the People Act,1918.

Postgraduate Friends’ Sponsored by the Friends, a six-month full-time or pro-rata part-time salary for a £15,000
Research Fellowship research fellow. It supports TNA’s development of engagement with the academic 

community and strategic commitment to research in Archives Inspire, their business 
plan for 2015-19.

Big Ideas Series of eight academic lectures using internal and external speakers, aimed at £1200
assisting staff in their work with the archives.

Early Tudor Family Day Taking place on 21 July 2018, a day of events aimed at all age groups which includes £3175
talks/lecturers and workshops, plus document, re-enactment and falconry displays.

Holding History Following the previous successful film-making projects, Somme Tales and Suffrage Tales, £3500
this workshop project for young people to interpret key events in the 1000 years of 
documented history at Kew.

Suffragettes vs. The State Purchase of an AV Touch Screen in the Keeper’s Gallery. £4557

Armistice & Legacy Following the previous Piety, Protest and Plunder art project, this is a workshop project £3631
for young people to interpret the centenary of the Armistice through drawing.



FOLLOW US!        @FriendsTNAFriends of The National Archives. 
The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU  
email: enquiries@ftna.org.uk    website: ftna.org.uk  

The Friends of The National Archives is a registered charity (number 328630), established in 1988.
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